                                   THE DIGITAL DIVIDE: Has It Narrowed Or Has It Widened?        John Kratina
With more and more people having access to digital and internet technology, has the Digital Divide narrowed or has it widened ? Many leading experts think that even though more and more people have access to technology, the Digital Divide is widening!

How can this be? Since, we just said more people have access? The truth of the matter is that as more people have gained access, even more expectations have been added by our society in using the technology for everyday activities. For instance, this would include applying for a job, computer usage and skills for a job, school coursework requirements and accessing Private Business and Government services. Experts are saying we have 70-75% of the population that are on-line. However, the remaining 15-25% that are Not on-line are a Bigger Disadvantage now, than ever before! Thus, they are shut-out from the rest of society. 

How can we Narrow the Digital Divide? Some experts agree that more public awareness is key. This problem will not be addressed until all admit that it is truly a problem. Once everyone evaluates the facts and comes out of denial, solutions can created and implemented. Again, adequate support and funding is another key element. With the societies support form all levels of the Private Business sector and levels of the Government, all individuals can be given an opportunity to enhance their quality of life with Digital Technology. Thus, narrowing the Great Digital Divide!
