Here’s some additional radiation control program information, for thought and discussion:

Tele-inspections using emerging technologies

Let’s consider the possibility of using new and emerging technologies to save all Rad. Control inspectors time and resources.

For several years, while creating and teaching “live” on-line Radiation Therapy courses at Washburn, I implemented the use of a “live” on-line meeting tool called Adobe ConnectPRO. This is very similar to “Go-To-Meeting.” It’s a secure-server based, 100% “live” audio, visual and document ready system and it’s very user friendly. I believe this type of system could be used for completing routine/scheduled KRPR and RAM inspections.

A possible option would be to start (or beta test) this process with XRF hand-held operators at both X-ray and RAM industrial inspections.

Then, move forward to the larger industrial and medical sites that have a full-time RSO, RSA or Physicist in house, for both X-ray and RAM.

No car rental, no gas expense, no lodging and food expense. That funding could be used to purchase and maintain a system like Adobe ConnectPRO.

To enhance a system like this, the RSO, RSA –or- Physicist of a Registrant could have “live” audio/video streaming and communication with the inspector via web cam, cell phone camera or mini video cam. For current and future RSO’s and physicist’s that have Unfors X-ray Survey Meters, the  KRPR inspectors  could watch the onsite RSO complete an exposure on webcam and then see the meter’s measurements and have them immediately send the Unfors’ spreadsheet in PDF e-mail. If the RSO has a blue-tooth, the measurements can be transmitted “live” in real-time.

Otherwise, they can e-mail their physics measurements, film badge reports, Rad. Safety & Training documents and physics calibration reports via e-mail in PDF. 

Resources on this topic:

Telemedicine:

Here’s the link to the Centers for Medicaid and Medicare Services Telemedicine page http://www.medicaid.gov/Medicaid-CHIP-Program-Information/By-Topics/Delivery-Systems/Telemedicine.html . KU has a very robust telemedicine system that spans across Kansas that would be worth taking a look at too http://www2.kumc.edu/telemedicine/
Tele-inspections:

http://www.harriscaprock.com/downloads/Getting_Creative_with_Connectivity.pdf
Adobe Connect – An Overview:

http://www.adobe.com/products/adobeconnect.html
Adobe Connect for Government:

http://www.adobe.com/solutions/government/adobeconnect-for-government.html
Your thoughts?

Now it’s time for your thoughts on these subjects.

I look forward to collaborating with all of you.
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