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Attwell states:

 Equally organisation and institutional cultures of teaching and learning inhibit sharing and reuse.

In the Bazaar project we have spent some considerable efforts in looking at the potential of Personal Learning Environments. I suspect our reviewers from the Commission find this strange. Why should a project on Open Educational Resource be concerned about PLEs. The reason is because we share Stephen’s vision of I want and visualize and aspire toward a system of “society and learning where each person is able to rise to his or her fullest potential without social or financial encumberance, where they may express themselves fully and without reservation through art, writing, athletics, invention, or even through their avocations or lifestyle……..This to me is a society where knowledge and learning are public goods, freely created and shared, not hoarded or withheld in order to extract wealth or influence.”

We see Personal Learning Environments as an important development in enabling such a vision - allowing learners to create and allowing sharing of knowledge and ideas as well as artefacts.
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Graham Attwell also states:

The PLE approach is based on a learner-centred view of learning and differs fundamentally from the alternative Learning Management Systems or Virtual Learning Environments approach both of which are based on an institution- or course-centred view of learning. Van Harmelen describes Personal Learning Environments as “systems that help learners take control of and manage their own learning. This includes providing support for learners to

· set their own learning goals 

· manage their learning; managing both content and process 

· communicate with others in the process of learning 

· and thereby achieve learning goals.” 

His “ The Bazaar:”    www.project.bazaar.org
Or     http://stalls.bazaar.org/
As an English teacher I need to stay on top of my game, and be able to tell if kids are using language in the right way. But sometimes, I’m not sure what is right or wrong. For those occasions I go to the web version of the book Common Errors in English. If you want to use the word “anxious” to describe something you are looking forward to, then you are wrong. If you are anxious, you are apprehensive about something, while “eager” probably describes your state of mind. You can learn all this and more at:

http://www.wsu.edu/~brians/errors/errors.html
-BA
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This page is a place to share links and resources for the professional development of teachers. Please add your resources and organize them as you see fit. You can either create a new heading or use one that is already there.

 

 

 

Leadership
Teachers must be thought of as leaders. This article discusses the importance of Teacher Leaders and how to develop those skills in yourself.

 

In a recent In-service, I read several articles from ASCD.  Their website has full-text articles from the journal Educational Leadership, but you kind of have to hunt a little for them.

http://www.ascd.org/portal/site/ascd
-BA

 

Discipline
Conscious Discipline is a technique that I use in my classroom to help both the adults as well as the child.  This websites give an overview for the unfamiliar and a positive message board for others. 

 

 

Lesson Planning
Lesson planning can be tough if you don't have the resources that you need.  Making learning fun offers lots of free printables many of which are related to popular children's books.  Really fabulous!

 

Another lesson planning guide website is The Mailbox Magazine.  You do need to have a current subscription to access services, but it is so worth it.   There are sections for bullentin board ideas, management tips, and always a favorite is the kids in the kitchen section.  Full of fun with printables.

 

I just came across what appears to be an awesome plethora of tools for teachers.  It has over 28,000 lesson plans, over 6,700 free printables, and lots of other resources. The site is www.teach-nology.com.  -JM
 

The Worldwise Schools Program http://www.peacecorps.gov/wws/ is an excellent teaching resource available through the Peace Corps. It includes lesson plans in every subject area, resources to allow your class to connect with a Peace Corps volunteer, information on service learning, and much more. (HS)

 

Kansas Department of Education - Science Curricular Standards  -(SK)
 

Professional Development 

The ERC is a local connect that provides a calendar of professional development classes that one can take.  Other services offered at the office are a professional lending library, prop boxes available for check out, laminating services, and die cuts for community use. 

 

The Kansas City Regional Access Consortium for Higher Education (KC REACHE) is an alliance between KCPT and 8 of the region's  colleges and universities. The organization promotes awareness of and access to distance education opportunities in the Kansas City area.  The group also assists distance learners in locating student services. View the KC REACHE web site at: http://www.kcreache.org/       --John K.

 

 The North American Council for Online Learning released a new publication titled,"National Standards of Quality for Online Courses."http://www.nacol.org/nationalstandards/
The standards selected are based on the results of a research review and survey of online course quality criteria. These quality standards were evaluated and assembled into a free, easy-to-use document for evaluating online courses with common benchmarks. --John K.

 

I wanted to mention that part of Professional Development with Teachers is keeping up the new Internet as a new platform. There are thousands of free Web 2.0 tools with new ones popping up everyday. Of course it would not be feasible to play with all Web 2.0 tools but I thinks is critical teachers do experiment with some.  Part of Professional Development is taking the initiative to learn something on your own. Getting familiar with some of the online sites and tools students are suing today will help teachers see from the students perspective what's available online and for the teacher's perspective as to how or what tools can I integrate into the curriculum.  Instead of learning what others teachers reciprocate this and instead be the teacher who others come to and learn from.  The web is a new platform and teachers simply need to experiment with this new platform to become more comfortable with it. One tool teachers can benefit from when signing up for sites is use 10minutemail.com.  It provides you with a disposible email for 10 minutes.  It's great if a site requires an email confirmation to sign-up.  If you need 10 more minutes, there is a link that gives you 10 more minutes.  Once your time expires email self-destructs.  Kinda cool!! -JM
 

I think that part of professional development is belonging to professional organizations.  No matter what the content is, there is probably a national and local organization.  I belong to the Kansas Association of Teachers of English (KATE) which is a local affiliate of the National Council of Teachers of English.  I encourage everybody to become active in a professional organization. 

http://web.jccc.net/orgs/kate/
-BA

 

Professional organization for Art education - National Art Education Association - a must! for keeping the creative juices flowing. dw

 

The art teacher's guide to the internet has some great ideas for creative thinking. dw

 

Preschool News
This is a new-to-me site that a fellow preschool teacher shared with me.  It contains editorials, legislation, public policy, and trends on issues relating to preschool.  This site is really following what the presidential candidate's positions are on preschool right now. 

 

Reading and Writing
How many of you have a MySpace page?  Or Facebook?  Remember Friendster?  If you think it's all teenager stuff, you are living in the past.  But, if you are looking for a social networking site that might actually be beneficial to belong to, and could link you to other professionals, Goodreads is that site.  It is a social networking website based on the books that you have read.  Read an excellent book on classroom management, Goodreads can connect you to others who have read the same book.  Boom.  Professional networking.

http://www.goodreads.com/  Sign up and we can be book friends.

-Bryan

 

 

 

I don't know how many of you are English teachers like me, but I know we are all supposed to be reading and writing teachers.  http://www.ncte.org/ is the website of the National Council of Teachers of English, and has great resources on the integration of teaching reading and writing across content areas.  -BA

 

Another cite that I use quite a bit is Web English Teacher.  It has lesson plans, activities and web quests for a wide variety of book that I teach.   It also has information for teaching across the curriculum.  http://www.webenglishteacher.com/
-BA

 

Project Guttenberg http://www.gutenberg.org/wiki/Main_Page is a great resource for electronic texts and audio books. It boasts that it is the first and largest free electronic library, including translations into 55 different languages. What an exciting resource for English Language Learners! (HS)

 

Looking for some great myths, legends, or fairy tales? Go to http://fairytalescollection.com/ (HS) 
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Geography
This is an unusual site, which could probably be used in a variety of ways. http://earthasart.gsfc.nasa.gov/index.htm (HS)

 

Podcasts
If you are interested in subscribing to some great educational podcasts for yourself, or using podcasts as a resource in your lesson, check out http://www.epnweb.org/index.php (HS)

 

As an English teacher, people are always paranoid that I am going to correct their grammar.  And sometimes I do, just because it annoys my wife. 

On a somewhat related note, I commute about 35 minutes each way to school, and one of the ways that I pass the time is listening to podcasts.  The podcast the directly corresponds to my life as an English teacher is Grammar Girl, part of the Quick and Dirty tips family of podcasts.  She is entertaining and informative, and entertaining is something you rarely hear in relation to grammar.

http://grammar.quickanddirtytips.com/
-BA

 

Plagarism
It may come as a suprise to some of you, but kids are lazy.  Sometimes they don't want to read what they have been assigned to read, and sometimes they don't want to write what they have been assigned to write.  You have to know some of the places that kids go in order to get out of doing their work.  A popular spot to go is Spark notes: http://www.sparknotes.com/  I've caught several kids plagarising directly from this site, and I've structured quizzes to ask questions not covered in the book summaries that are on Spark Notes.  I'm sure some kids are always a step ahead of me, so I'll keep trying to catch them.

-BA

