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Statement of the Problem
        There is a growing interest in the effect of homelessness regarding the academic achievement of K-12 school children.  Herber, in the study titled “Early Reading Skills and Academic Achievement Trajectories of Students Facing Poverty, Homelessness and High Residence Mobility (HHM), had similar findings that verified this problem.  Here the authors revealed that , “Socioeconomic risk and oral reading ability In the first grade predicted growth if reading and math achievement in grades 3 through 8.” They discussed the fact that their finding gave a direct signal that “early emergence and persistence of achievement gaps related to poverty, the high and accumulating risk for HHM students, and the significance of oral reading In the first grade as both an early indicator of risk and a potential protective barrier.”(Heber 2012) How does this relate to the students facing homelessness in Topeka USD 501? With the districts total enrollment number of 14,000 students, it is important to study the academic achievement of the students in this district that are facing homelessness. This study will verify the total number of homeless students in Topeka USD 501 and localize the number of homeless students at each individual school in this district. In addition 4th grade, 8th grade classroom teachers and high school class counselors/sponsors will be asked to complete a few more questions, on the same questionnaire. This will help to verify if any statistically significant correlation exists, regarding the percentage of homeless students in the 4th grade, 8th grade and high school that have proficient achievement in state math and reading assessments.

Review of Related Literature
The growing concern over the increasing rate of homelessness was exemplified by a statement given by Kevin Jennings, assistant deputy secretary of the U.S. Department of Education’s Office of Safe and Drug-Free Schools, as he prepared to join the Urban Ministries of Durham for its annual count of homeless residents in Durham, North Carolina on Jan. 26, 2011. This was also the date of the national “Point-in-Time” homeless count.  Jennings stated that, “The number of homeless students is reaching crisis levels.” He also added, “According to the most recent federal data, 954,914 homeless children and youth were enrolled in public schools in the 2008-2009 school year—a 20 percent increase from the 2007-2008 school year and a 41 percent increase from the 2006-2007 school year. Participating in the (Point-In-Time) count is a great way to connect directly with homeless families with children and unaccompanied homeless youth, in order to understand their challenges and needs.” (Webb, 2011) Documents produced by the National Alliance to End Homelessness revealed more recent data that showed the 2012 national norm of individuals experiencing homelessness is 20 in 10,000. Their data also listed that at the time of their study, 9 in 10,000 Kansans experienced homelessness. This is a 7% increase for 2012, as compared to 2011. Other Kansas data included a 7% increase in homeless families, a 10% increase in chronic homelessness and a 16% increase in unsheltered home-lessness. For the nation, they found an overall 2% increase of homeless children from 158,995 in 2011 to 162,246 in 2012. This study gave an astounding announcement that a total of 633,782 people experienced homelessness in the United States. (National Alliance to End Homelessness, 2013).  This same study also indicated that a number of demographic groups have an increased risk of homelessness, such as poor single person households, poor households that are living in doubled-up situations and poor family households with only one adult present.  
Many people ask why are these individuals homeless? As one must suspect, persons suffering from chronic illnesses and those that are not able to work or keep a household are factors. In addition, a study from the National Coalition for the Homeless listed two trends that are largely responsible for the rise in homelessness over the past twenty to twenty five years.

One trend that was found was a growing shortage of affordable rental housing. A correlation between home foreclosures and homelessness was shown. Their data explained that there was a 32% jump in foreclosures between April 2008 and April 2009. 
The second trend that was localized was a simultaneous increase in poverty as a link to the risk of homelessness.  The data noted that the declining value and availability of public assistance and the eroding of employment opportunities for large segments of the work force as two major factors that have increased the rate of poverty in the United States. (National Coalition for the Homeless, 2009).  To help address these issues, several studies (U.S. Department of Education Executive Summary, 2002) indicated that  the government needs to focus on additional  permanent supportive housing, increase the availability of affordable housing and general public’s safety net, increase rapid re-housing and improve on the quality of data that is accessed and a plan of intervention. 
It’s hard to image trying to study without a chair, a table and light in a comfort controlled room.  Not to even mention having access to a computer and the internet. Yet, this is a reality across the country for many children and youth.  This brings forth a major concern.  This major concern is the effect of academic achievement on students facing homelessness.  The McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (2001) was enacted by Congress to pursue their vision of making sure that there was a pathway to enrollment, attendance and success for homeless children and youth. (Curriculum Review 2011)  Research of Peter M. Miller stated that due to the wide spectrum of support systems found with homeless students, the McKinney-Vento Act is not able to encompass all the needs of those particular students. He adds,  “  Although homeless students’ experiences are noted to be similar to those of residentially stable low-income students, they appeared to be distinguishable based on their high rates of isolation and school mobility”…”Based on the findings, the author suggests that researchers and practitioners consider the people, places, and policies that affect students in more holistic manners—as networks of practice...”(Miller, 2011).  
A study released in 2013, titled Academic Achievement Trajectories of Homeless and Highly Mobile Students Resilience in the Context of Chronic and Acute Risk, the authors found for third grade through eighth grade students in the school district of their study that were either facing homeless or high residence mobility (HHM), there was a noticeable trend. The authors stated that, “ …Math and reading achievement were lower, and growth in math was slower in years of HHM identification, suggesting acute consequences of residential instability. Nonetheless, 45% of HHM students scored within or above the average range, suggesting academic resilience. Results underscore the need for research on risk and resilience processes among HHM students to address achievement disparities...”(Cutuli, 2013)
Another article titled “Early Reading Skills and Academic Achievement Trajectories of Students Facing Poverty, Homelessness and High Residence Mobility (HHM), had similar findings for the same ages and grade levels of students. Here the authors revealed that , “Socioeconomic risk and oral reading ability in the first grade predicted growth if reading and math achievement in grades 3 through 8.” They discussed the fact that their finding gave a direct signal that “early emergence and persistence of achievement gaps related to poverty, the high and accumulating risk for HHM students, and the significance of oral reading in the first grade as both an early indicator of risk and a potential protective barrier.”(Heber 2012)
Is this a reality for students in Topeka USD 501 that are facing homelessness? An article by Liopis-Jepson titled “Number of homeless students rises, funding hits a 10 year low,”also states that “USD 501 ranks third in the state with 580 homeless students.” She adds, ”A decade earlier it was 340.”  Even though numbers are on the rise, funding to the Topeka district is on the decline. This year federal funding to USD 501 for this task declined to $50,000 as compared to 61, 000 in 2012.  A USD 501 Administrator was quoted in saying that,  “They are mandated by the Mckinney-Vento Act to maintain certain measures to help homeless students.  Haberman stated, that both State and National data reveal lower achievement on math and reading assessments for students that are facing homelessness. 2009-2010 data from the Kansas Department of Education recognized that less than 70% of students facing homelessness in the state were proficient in math and reading assessments. While students in the state, overall, are 83% proficient. Data from the US Department of Education states even lower measures. They found that only 50% of homeless students are proficient of state assessments of math and reading. (Liopis-Jepson, 2013)
In an article posted on January 19, 2013 in the Topeka Capitol Journal, the title read as “Child homelessness: Topeka sees increase in number”  “annual tallies of child homelessness may not reflect full extent of problem.” The author elaborates that data form the US Dept. of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) states that there were 2,700 homeless people in Kansas last January. This includes 580 in Shawnee County, in which there were 43 families with kids. USD 501 data is very similar with comparisons in last year finding 579 homeless, including 80% being faced with homeless and/or high residence mobility.  Statewide, there were more than 8,900 homeless schoolchildren. That’s more than three times HUD’s total statewide count. The author also interviewed Topeka Rescue Mission administration and found that 352 minors had stayed at TRM in 2011 and 419 minors stayed there in 2012. (Liopis-Jepson, 2013)
           How do we make sure that no homeless child is left behind and not given an opportunity to succeed? An extensive search for questionnaires and assessment forms was completed. Guidance was located from the US Dept. of Education on how local liaisons (at each school district) can discretely monitor schools to recognize students facing homelessness, while maintaining the student’s dignity. Suggestions were using an enrollment questionnaire, a teacher questionnaire, a confidential peer survey and providing specific outreach where eligible student who are out of school might congregate. (U.S. Department of Education NCLB, 2001)
The Kansas State Department of Education has published an enrollment residency questionnaire.  This questionnaire will be completed by school officials at the time of enrollment and will help determine residency status and specific needs for the student.  This will be found in appendix A. Several assessment forms were located in the revised non-regulatory revised document for the McKinney-Vento Act as amended by the “No Child Left BehindAct of 2001”, (United States Department of Education 2004).  A parent/guardian/unaccompanied youth questionnaire for intake was also found in the McKinney-Vento Act publication. The Charlotte-McKlenburg school district has published a McKinney-Vento Intake Affidavit that can be used either by students as administered by teachers or local liaison’s.  This will be included in appendix B.  The Texas Education Agency of the State of Texas has prepared an excellent questionnaire to identify the barriers to the education of homeless children and youth in Texas.  This will be included in appendix E. The Identification and Needs Assessment form; pre-school and school age children and youth living in homeless situations have been published by the Iowa State Department of Education.  This assessment form is used by teachers and counselors in that state to facilitate needs determination assessment evaluation and reporting of students that may be facing homelessness.  This will be included in appendix B.

 
Now that we have discussed ways to gather data to identify students facing homelessness, what can educators do to assist those individuals in the classroom?  An article by Vicky S. Dill, “Students without Homes- For students who are struggling with homelessness, caring educators can make all the difference.  The author suggests some ideas that teachers can incorporate with students when helping them deal with the impact of homelessness.
· Be sensitive to the possibility that students in your classroom may be homeless.

· If you sense that a student may be in such a situation, contact the district’s homeless liaison.

· Be available for conversation if the student wishes to confide in you, but don’t push the student into conversation on the topic.

· If you assign homework requiring supplies or materials, ensure that all students have access to needed items, ask the homeless liaison to help.

· Discuss readings, stories, news articles, movies, or literature that explores economic hardship, families without homes, or characters who are resilient; assign writing activities that include these topics as options.

· Do a homelessness awareness activity, such as gathering food, hygiene items, or school supplies for others.

· Create an atmosphere of community in the classroom in which all students’ feelings and situations are accepted and stigmatization is out of the question. 

Hypothesis and Research Questions
This study will include a comparison of official school and government data to results from questionnaires given to all classroom teachers and all high school class counselors/sponsors to verify the following questions:

(1.) What is the total number of students facing homelessness in Topeka USD 501?

(2.) What is the number of homeless students at each individual school in this district?

        4th grade, 8th grade classroom teachers and high school class counselors/sponsors will be asked to complete a few more questions, on the same questionnaire mentioned above to verify the following questions:

(3.) What is the percentage of homeless students in the 4th grade, 8th grade and high school that have proficient achievement in state math assessments?  
(4.) What is the percentage of homeless students in the 4th grade, 8th grade and high school that have proficient achievement in state reading assessments?
        This same data will also be used in a correlational study to answer the following:

(5.) Is there a specific geographical area/school that has a greater number of homeless students? (In order to reject the null hypothesis that there is no significant difference in the number of homeless students at each school.)

(6.) Is there a specific geographical area/school that has a greater number of the 4th grade, 8th grade and high school homeless students that have proficient achievement in state math assessments? (In order to reject the null hypothesis that there is no significant difference in the academic achievement in math of homeless students at each school.)

(7.) Is there a specific geographical area/school that has a greater number of the 4th grade, 8th grade and high school homeless students that have proficient achievement in state reading assessments? (In order to reject the null hypothesis that there is no significant difference in the academic achievement in reading of homeless students at each school.)

Research Design
        This research study will utilize a quantitative design with an ex post facto research approach in comparing student data.  This portion of the study will include a comparison of official school and government data to results from questionnaires given to all classroom teachers and all high school class counselors/sponsors to verify the total number of homeless students in Topeka USD 501 and localize the number of homeless students at each individual school in this district. With USD 501’s total enrollment number of over 14, 000 students, it is important to study the academic achievement of the student’s in this district that are facing homelessness. From the total enrollment, the number of boys and girls in the district are at an almost 50/50 composition and similarly within specific ethnic groups.  In looking at ethnicity, about 42% are White, approximately 19.5% are Black, about 28% are Hispanic, 1% are American Indian or Alaskan Natives, less than 1% are Asian and about 9% are Multi-Ethnic students.(KSDE 2013)
           In addition 4th grade, 8th grade classroom teachers and high school class counselors/sponsors will be asked to complete a few more questions, on the same questionnaire, to verify the percentage of homeless students in the 4th grade, 8th grade and high school that have proficient achievement in state math and reading assessments.
           The same data acquired will also be used in a correlational study to determine if there is a specific geographical area/school that has a greater number of homeless students. This is determined in order to reject the null hypothesis that there is no significant difference in the number of homeless students at each school.  Furthermore, this study will determine if there is a specific geographical area/school that has a greater number of the 4th grade, 8th grade and high school homeless students that have proficient achievement in state math assessments? This is also determined in order to reject the null hypothesis that there is no significant difference in the academic achievement in math of homeless students at each school. Lastly, the data will be used to see if there is a specific geographical area/school that has a greater number of the 4th grade, 8th grade and high school homeless students that have proficient achievement in state reading assessments? Again, in order to reject the null hypothesis that there is no significant difference in the academic achievement in reading of homeless students at each school.
      The data used for this study from the district and government records is already being collected at enrollment and during the first part of the school year as mandated by the McKinney-Vento Act.  Similar types of these assessment tools are located in Appendix A. The questionnaires given to all classroom teachers and all high school class counselors/sponsors to verify the total number of homeless students in Topeka USD 501 and localize the number of homeless students at each individual school in this district will be e-mailed to appropriate staff in February of the same school year.  This will help in giving teachers and counselors time to begin this process early in the spring semester, before states assessments are administered.  A sample of similar assessment documents are located in Appendix B. An especially targeted assessment document will be included in e-mailed to 4th grade, 8th grade classroom teachers and high school class counselors/sponsors, to verify the percentage of homeless students in the 4th grade, 8th grade and high school that have proficient achievement in state math and reading assessments. I have created a sample form which is located in Appendix C. All data recorded on the questionnaires will be entered onto spreadsheets for further analysis.
Data Analysis
        As previously mentioned, this study will include a comparison analysis of official school and government data to results from questionnaires given to all classroom teachers and all high school class counselors/sponsors. All data will be entered on to spreadsheet for analysis in order to verify the following questions:

(1.) What is the total number of students facing homelessness in Topeka USD 501?

(2.) What is the number of homeless students at each individual school in this district?

        As discussed earlier, 4th grade, 8th grade classroom teachers and high school class counselors/sponsors will be asked to complete a few more questions, on the same questionnaire mentioned above to verify the following questions:

(3.) What is the percentage of homeless students in the 4th grade, 8th grade and high school that have proficient achievement in state math assessments?

(4.) What is the percentage of homeless students in the 4th grade, 8th grade and high school that have proficient achievement in state reading assessments.

The data will also be used in a correlational study to create appropriate scatter grams and spreadsheets to answer the following questions:

(5.) Is there a specific geographical area/school that has a greater number of homeless students?  (In order to reject the null hypothesis that there is no significant difference in the number of homeless students at each school.)

(6.) Is there a specific geographical area/school that has a greater number of the 4th grade, 8th grade and high school homeless students that have proficient achievement in state math assessments? (In order to reject the null hypothesis that there is no significant difference in the academic achievement in math of homeless students at each school.)

(7.) Is there a specific geographical area/school that has a greater number of the 4th grade, 8th grade and high school homeless students that have proficient achievement in state reading assessments? (In order to reject the null hypothesis that there is no significant difference in the academic achievement in reading of homeless students at each school.)
Time Schedule
      The data used for this study from the district and government records is already being collected at enrollment time in August. A plan to move forward with this project and carry it out to fruition, will use new data collected in August of 2013.  Also in this plan, the questionnaires given to all classroom teachers and all high school class counselors/sponsors to verify the total number of homeless students in Topeka USD 501 and localize the number of homeless students at each individual school in this district will be e-mailed to appropriate staff on February 1, 2014.  This will help in giving teachers and counselors time to begin this process early in the spring semester, before states assessments are administered. An especially targeted assessment document will be included in the February 1, 2014 e-mail attachments to 4th grade, 8th grade classroom teachers and high school class counselors/sponsors, to verify the percentage of homeless students in the 4th grade, 8th grade and high school that have proficient achievement All data will be entered on to spreadsheet for analysis as it is received by the researcher.  All teacher and counselor questionnaires will be completed by May 30, 2014. All assessment data from the U.S. Department of Education and Kansas State Department of Education data will be completed and retrieved simultaneously by May 30, 2014. Completion of data analysis is targeted for July 15, 2014. A full report will be available and ready for delivery to appropriate individuals and school officials on August 1, 2014.
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                                                                  Appendix A 
Please see attached a sampling of forms used by schools districts at enrollment to assess for students facing homelessness.

                                                                     Appendix B 
Please see attached a sampling of forms used by teachers, counselors and case workers to assess for student facing homelessness.

                                                                    Appendix C 
Please see attached a sampling of forms to be completed by a student in order for school officials to assess for a student facing homelessness.

                                                                Appendix D
                                                                        Questionnaire 

For: Teachers of 4th grade and 8th Grade students and High School Counselors/Sponsors

Instructions: Please complete the following form for each individual student and include with the February, District-Wide Questionnaire Document. Thank you for your time.

Student’s Name: __________________________________________     ID#____________________________

Date of Birth: ____________________     Age: ____     Grade: _____     Sex: _____

Home School (based on current residence):

________________________________________________________________________    

Name of Home Room Teacher or Class Counselor/Sponsor:   _________________________________________________________________________________

Please answer the following questions:

1. Is this student’s academic achievement recognized as proficient on the State Math Assessments?





□Yes
□No

2. Is this student’s academic achievement recognized as proficient on the State Reading  Assessments?

□Yes
□No

3. What was this student’s score on the State Math Assessment?     _____________

4. What was this student’s score on the State Reading Assessment?  _____________

Date___________________    Signature of Staff Member________________________
                                                                Appendix E 

Please see the attached form by the Texas Education Agency, State of Texas, that is used to assess Learning Environments for possible barriers for students facing homelessness.

