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Group Educational Issues Essay:

Political and Historical Issues in Education
Reading, writing, and arithmetic are not the only subjects being taught in U.S. public schools.  Ideologies, behaviors, and values are also being taught to the society of tomorrow.  Americans are divided about which, if any, of these non-subjects students should be taught.  The viewpoints of the American people seem to be as varied as the people themselves.  Inevitably the divisions in our society lead to political conflict.    
#1 How have public school reformers historically felt about diversity?
Horace Mann thought that teachers should avoid discussing or teaching any issue that was controversial.  A lot of the diversity education is about controversial topics.  It has been the goal of public school reformers to "Americanize" various groups of people (Native Americans, Spanish-Americans, and Japanese to name a few).  These "Americanization" efforts were especially prominent after wars (Civil War, Spanish-American War, World War II).  In the same 1996 survey mentioned above, 75% of survey participants "thought that the public schools should 'help new immigrants absorb language and culture as quickly as possible, even if their native language and culture are neglected.'" (Annette)
Academia supports Diversity Education and to teach respect for the different cultures, backgrounds and personal beliefs of all individuals. In the book edited by David D. Marsh, Preparing Our School For The 21st Century, the editor quotes research by Darling-Hammond: “Institutions of teacher preparation must revise the courses required for certification to include new conceptualizations of cultural diversity and human development integrated with the pedagogy required to develop knowledge and skills for the 21st Century.” (Marsh,105).(John)
#2 How should diversity be taught in public schools?
Williams presents challenges for education and society as a result of diversity as:  “(1) the need to comprehend and accept the paradigm shift in conceptualization of diversity supported by new understandings and human development, (2) the need to centrally position new understandings  of human development in reform proposals introduced to increase the learning success of a diverse student population, and (3) the need to integrate available models and strategies to facilitate…” and “…develop new abilities and attitudes necessary for current populations of diverse students to successfully participate in the global community of the 21st Century.”  (Marsh, 91).  (John) 
#3 Should certain behaviors be taught in public schools and if so which ones?

The teaching of behaviors is a controversial subject.  There are some who believe that teachers should only teach the core subjects, but others disagree.  Then, there is the controversy over which behaviors to teach.
In a 1996 study of public school teachers, the majority of those surveyed agreed in honesty, punctuality and responsibility, and industriousness. (Annette)
In a section of the Marsh text titled, Character Education and Service Learning: Two Essential Elements of Civic Education, Clark stresses the issue that educational leaders believe that “character development takes place whether it is planned for or not.”  Experts conclude that “planned programs are better than leaving character development to chance. “Thus character education and service learning opportunities for all students is paramount. Skills attained through civic education include critical thinking, working well with others, clearly articulating one’s view to others and managing conflict.  All of which are needed in a positive and successful society. (Marsh, 80). (John)

 Joel Spring describes 2000 Green Party presidential candidate Ralph Nader’s distaste for the teaching of consumerist behavior to children in public schools.  According to Spring, consumerism is a cycle of growth and consumption that negatively effects our environment and quality of life. Nader believes that consumerism hurts the environment and children are learning this behavior at school.  
#4 What are some of the ideas on how to strengthen our democracy through public schools?
Throughout American history, there have been people who believe that it was essential to preserve our democratic ideal through education; however, everyone has not agreed on the same vision of how the task should be accomplished.  Some citizens believe that we must teach morality to preserve our democracy, yet others have a difference perspective.
Marsh quotes H.G. Well’s in saying, “Human history becomes more and more a race between education and catastrophe.”  This statement exclaims the author’s stand that the issue of quality education goes beyond training America’s workforce.  Marsh explains, “It means preparing them (our students) to become tolerant, good citizens who want to keep the value of democracy alive.”  Research proves that the education of values must be implemented in our public schools for the good health of America’s society (Marsh,71).   (John)
           King professes that teachers of the21st Century have more responsibility and a greater 
need  for accountability than ever before: “Teachers are being asked to prepare students for new assessments in every major discipline, learn and integrate technology seamlessly into the curriculum, link career and school, and do so in classes that have a wider range of student ability…” ”…for students to become responsible citizens of the 21st century, then our job is to break down these tasks into doable, measureable pieces.”  “…we must focus our efforts, beginning with reading –the essential skill—and ensure that our systems are structured…around the component of continuous improvement. With this clear agenda, we can gather the evidence that supports the belief on which a democratic society relies—that all children can learn.” (Marsh, 182-183).(John)
In Joel Spring’s book Political Agendas for Education, he makes the point that what is of absolute importance in a successful democracy and what should be taught in public schools, according to the religious right and leaders of the American Revolution, is morality.  George Washington, quoted by William Bennett, former Secretary of Education, said, “Of all the dispositions and habits which lead to political prosperity, religion and morality are indispensable supports…And let us with caution indulge the supposition that morality can be maintained without religion.”  The belief that Christian values should be taught in public schools is not shared by all Americans, including the New Democrats.  The New Democrats, according to Spring, believe that students should be taught tolerance and cooperation (Spring 6, 7, 137).
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