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              The Utilization of Windows 8 Applications, Narrator and    

                              Magnifier, in an Educational Setting.

In my research and utilization of the new Windows 8, Narrator and Magnifier applications, I could easily see how these tools would help students in improving their reading comprehension. The applications are included in the Windows 8 package and are ready for use.
Window 8 - Narrator Application

The ease of access panel of Windows 8 will take the user to Narrator and will help him/her in get started. A “Quick Start” video is also included. This is a very good addition for students with special needs in that they can Start and Stop the video as needed, as well as, view it as many times as needed until they are comfortable with the process.
Narrator is a powerful tool that can be used to read-aloud any typed text from any source operating on a personal computer. Once started, I could easily use Narrator to read the text in this online course, the Ease of Access

instructions for this application, as well as, on-line articles, newspapers and even e-mail. In addition, if online books or textbooks are available to a student, Narrator is able to read-aloud these resources. 

In the educational setting, Narrator would reinforce a student’s confidence in reading and improve their reading comprehension by reading the text aloud as the student reads the written text. This follows the teaching and learning principle that more than one form of teaching and learning style needs to be offered. Reinforcement with presenting two learning styles, also accommodates for each individual student’s learning style. Here, both audible and visual teaching and learning are utilized. 
As an added bonus, each student user can customize the Narrator application to optimize their learning. First, the speed of the text reading can be adjusted slower or faster for each student user. Secondly, the frequency or tone of the Narrator voice can be adjusted from a lower male voice to a higher female voice. The loudness of the Narrator voice is also easily controlled. Both of these features will accommodate for any special hearing needs a student may have. Here’s a good youtube video on Narrator:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1_1wdYdoVvA
Window 8 - Magnifier Application

The Magnifier application is an awesome tool that can help students see better and thus be able to read better. Here again, the ease of access panel of Windows 8 will take the user to Magnifier and will help him/her get started quickly. The zoom in and out tool can magnify to each individual student’s preferences. I believe that both the Narrator and Magnifier applications have a place in the educational setting. Both applications can be used day after day and year after year by different student users. 
Here’s a video about using Magnifier:
http://windows.microsoft.com/en-us/windows-8/use-magnifier-to-see-items
In using these applications, I recalled a recent news article stating that researchers have found that using electronic devices such as smart phones and computers are helping individuals with learning challenges, including ADD and ADDHD, to be able to focus on reading and comprehension. This is accomplished by having only one paragraph or one page of a book or article “open” at a time and being able to magnify the text as well as having it read-aloud. Here are some additional articles mentioning the learning challenged student and adult use of Smart Phone Apps: 
Adults with ADD/ADDHD Using Smart Phone Apps to Keep Organized: 
http://www.additudemag.com/adhd/article/8898.html 
Best Smart Phone Apps to Manage ADHD Symptoms:

http://www.additudemag.com/adhdforums/thread/6624.html 
ADD/ADDHD Student Success Stories:

http://www.additudemag.com/adhd/article/984.html
Recommendations to School Administrators
If a school or school district is looking at purchasing new personal computers, I would most definitely recommend that the new pc’s would need to have Windows 8 installed with Narrator and Magnifier.
