ED 587 John’s Book Reflection

Empowering Teachers With Technology: Making It Happen

-by Michael T. Romano
The final comment given by the author, reveals the urgency of implementing useful and productive learning technology in the educational system of the United States:

“The superpowers of the twenty-first century may not be those countries with “super” military might derived from “super” natural resources. Instead, the superpowers will be those countries that find better ways to cultivate the earth’s most valuable natural resource, the incredible human mind.”

In review, the author elaborates on educational technology issues fundamentaly using the landmark ACOT or Apple Classroom of Tomorrow project as his foundation of study. The ACOT study identified two stages of instructional evolution.

Stage one being the “adaptation” of technology into the current classrom to support and enhance teaching and learning. Romano presents the Technology- Enhanced Curriculum or TEC as the model for technology “adaptation” in the current classroom learning environment. 
Stage two is a total “transformation” termed the Technology-Dependant Curriculum (TDC) which uses the ultimate implementation of technology to “transform”  the current learning environment into a site that cannot function  without technology.   
Dr. Romano further explains the TED concept as having five primary goals. This includes providing learners with more individualized attention and to be able to learn at their own pace. Other factors include the useage of multi-media presentations to create a left and right brain learning environment, allowing the mind to develop a broader range of capacities and provide a self-directed learning experience. This is the model of education for the Digital Age, in which educators play a vital and principle role: “Teachers empowered with technology.”
I agree that technology is not the cure all for problems encountered in an educational system. I believe Lanke voices this thought best in saying technology “…needs to enhance and enrich the Human Intelligence we have.”  I believe that technology does have an appropriate and useful place in education when it is used to enhance learning and enrich lives and not take the place of nurturing and feedback from teachers and parents. Educators and parents must maintain the primary role in teaching and encouraging students to engage in the learning process. 
