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Live video and audio streaming is an emerging technology that’s being taken very seriously in Education, as well as, in the Global Business realm.  In the future, I look forward to using new distance learning technology which includes “live” online meetings or chats with images, texting and audio streaming. This technology can be viewed on:
http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/sharepointdesigner/FX100646991033.aspx?ofcresset=1     
 http://www.elluminate.com   
 http://www.wimba.com/
http://tryit.adobe.com/us/connectpro/webconference/?sdid=DJZHF
https://www2.gotomeeting.com/?Portal=www.gotomeeting.com
As I posted earlier, any new technology to be used in education has to be "user friendly" and it has to "really" be able to do what it's supposed to do and function with ease. At this time, online live meeting software, from the several vendors listed above, has evolved to be just that.  MicroSoft Office “Live-Meeting” with “SharePoint,” Elluminate, Wimba, Adobe ConnectPro and GoToMeeting are all prime examples of this technology that has been continuously improved and updated to meet the demands of the teachers and their students in Education, as well as, the “fast-paced and time crunching” expectations of the Business professionals. Free and accessible general support, as well as, well-written and user friendly training and tutorials are available, once all involved have a purchased license.

The cost factor of this technology is becoming more and more affordable to the public, depending on the vendor you choose. With the benfits of providing a “left and right” brain multi-media learning experience, the benfits far out weigh the costs or risks. In researching costs, I have found that Wimba is more on the “pricey” side with the initial cost of at least $2000 per user. With MicroSoft (MS) Office” Live” along with “SharePoint,” I found that you must also purchase the additional MS “Sharepoint Designer”software and a your own “MicroSoftServer.”
Please keep in mind that this figure does not include IT support for the Server. So, without any IT support, the MS system will cost approximately ( at least) $10,000 for 3 presenters/teachers and 100 students or attendees. This breaks down to at least $1000 per user, however, there is no Server support provided. To my surprise, Adobe ConnectPro software has all the same features as the other brands and includes an Adobe-based Server, as well as, support. 11 presenters/teachers can use this software with almost limitless attendees/students for approximately $10,000. Simply put, the Adobe ConnectPro is the most economical software that can get the job done.
After doing all of this research and filling out endless pages of government paperwork, I am happy to report that I was awarded a KBOH Perkins Grant of $10,000 to purchase and use the Adobe Acrobat ConnectPro software at Washburn University’s School of Applied Studies. 

--John Kratina 

 

