· Discussion on: https://writely.com/ 

My favorite of my 3 choices of web 2.0 tools is https://www.writely.com/
which is the link to “Google-Docs & Spreadsheets.” This is an amazing web 2.0 tool! Have you tried it? Google Doc & Spreadsheets is web based word processing and spreadsheet software that continually updates your documents. You have the power to select the people you want to receive the information and let them update the files on their computer.
You have the flexibility to create new original documents or upload existing Google files. You work can be safely edited and stored from any computer. Google Docs & Spreadsheets also enables you to publish your documents as a web page or on yor blog and you have control on who can view your documents. 

This tool is already being used in the educational setting. For instance, teachers can use this tool to upload information or even just ideas to be used in their courses they teach. Student group’s written assignments can be coordinated and students can use this tool to take notes and complete writing assignments. All of these functions can be completed without personally contacting all involved persons individually! I see great advantages when students are working in a group project setting.
The students could build a presentation together without having to meet in the same location! One disadvantage I see is this could not be used for assignments that need to be completed by student “on their own.”
There could be a temptation to share information and “answers, if you will” since access to this tool would be given to all students. Just something to think about. What are your thoughts about this?

Discussion on http://www.bubbleshare.com
The second web 2.0 tool I’d like to tell you about is: www.bubbleshare.com This is an awesome photo, with voice-over, publisher! Have you heard of this before? You can show your photos with voice-overs and captions privately via e-mail. This software also allows you to show your photo album like a movie! Bubbleshare also lets you create captioned hard copies of your photo album.

I think this tool has definite potential in an Educational setting.
Teachers can create a type of “photo album” that could be used as a teaching lecture with voice overs that could be used anytime and anywhere in the classroom or on-line. Students could create similar presentations for a course assignment. This could be a way for a stduent or even a group of students to create a photo documentary of activities in completing a research project or an original music, drama, art or literature composition/creation or step-by-step documentation of a science experiment! The possibilty of uses are endless! The only disadvantage I can see is that not all students could have access to this technology
or even have a computer in their own home. Special consideration of this must be made before making this type of project a course assignment.

Discussion on http://www.feedster.com/
If cutting edge and current information is what you are looking for, then you need to go no further than www.feedster.com !
This tool is a “one-stop-shop” for finding current inforamtion from news services, blogs, e-commerce and more! The continously updated subject content, of your choice, can then be automatically sent to your own blog or website without additional searches. Businesses can benefit from advertising directly to their market population on feedster.com. 

Feedster is a definite plus in the Educational setting. Both teachers and students alike can utilize this tool to automatically gather current information, on any subject, and post it on their blog or website!
Again, we must be mindful of the issue that all students may not have a computer at home. Teachers will need to allow time in the classroom so all students have equal accessibility.

                Discussion on ParentCONNECTxp

· Question:
What would be the impact on teaching and learning if every parent had access to daily information about their children’s progress at school?

My response, from first hand experience, is not that it would be but rather it Is a Huge impact on teaching and learning. My two sons are attending Washburn Rural High School which is equipped with the “ParentCONNECTxp” software and website:

http://www.wrhs.net/parent_connect.htm
This secure system allows parents to access their student(s) grades, assignments and attendance records. It is a God Send. Just as the author stated, I too receive the same reply when asking my son’s what they did today at school and if they have any homework due…”I don’t know!” Now the mystery has been removed with parentCONNECTxp. I can log on to the site at work or at home and track daily progress.
This empowers myself and all parents to have a better understanding of what and how a student is doing in his classes. My questions can now be more specific: “Have you completed and handed in worksheet #7 in Algebra II?” or “How’s the studying for the Biology Mid-term (that ‘s scheduled for tomorrow) going? This system helps keep the lines of communication open between parent and student. When a student is seen as having difficulty with completing coursework or just simply remembering to hand it in, a parent can step in and address the situation appropriately. The parent can also then contact the instructor for more details and make a concerted plan of action. A School Admistration can rest assured that funds spent on purchasing and supporting this type of software is money well spent!

Collaborative Relationships for teachers:

· Question: What are the emerging collaborative relationships for teachers?

Nationally:
National Professional Societies offer a forum of sharing and discussing information through their dedicated websites. The American Society for Radiologic Technologists (ASRT) and the American Registry of Radiologic Technologists (ARRT) maintain Educator Components on the their websites: www.arrt.org       and   www.asrt.org
Regionally:
At Washburn University, all on-line educators have an opportunity to learn and discuss information as coordinated by the KCREACH organization. This organization has membership from several higher learning institutions from the mid-west.

Locally:

iTeachers is an opportunity for engagement and collaboration here at Washburn.

In addition, faculty have the opportunity to participate in the DART Project, coordinated by educators for educators. 

· Blogging Utilized In An Educational Setting

Edublogs.org is an excellent example of how to utilize blogging in the educational setting. Many online education software packages, such as Black Board and Web Course Tools (WebCT,) also include tools that can be used as a blogging system. Here at Washburn we use WebCT . A feature built into this software package that can be used as a blogging tool is called the “Discussion Page.” 

I have used this tool to assign students the task of discussing current event topics and assigned readings. The students are given points for their discussion postings following the specific rubric in the course syllabus. The interaction is great to see and helps bring the students together as a “virtual classroom.”

Some advantages include that all students have access to view the postings and can respond to them instantly. WebCT is a password secure system so only enrolled students have access. Instructors can also edit or delete any part of a student posting that may be deemed inappropriate.

Some disadvantages of blogs include that students can post what ever they want. Thus, students will be need to be responsible to show appropriate online conduct and language. Distractions and the temptations of random chit-chat will need to be addressed and monitored.

http://johnkratina.edublogs.org
· ED 586 Discussion: The use of Wiki’s in the Educational Setting.

A few ways that I could implement a Wiki to be used in my online classroom is for listing resources of websites and articles that relate to a specific topic that I discuss in my course. In addition, tutorials, self-test assessment tools and study guides would be posted. This would allow my students to access study materials and self-test tools at any time and from anywhere! One more concept that I would like to utilize in my wiki would initiate group collaboration and research in completing a group or class project. An excellent example of this type of educational wiki is seen in “Kimistry Class”at: http://kimistrymeriwether.wikispaces.com/
Additional examples can be seen at:
http://educationalwikis.wikispaces.com/Examples+of+educational+wikis
About Wikipedia…
In looking at several articles, ranging from science, medicine, sports and music, I’ve found that some articles seem to only touch on the highlights of a given topic. Thus, additional research from other resources must be used. The open access for editing is also a concern of mine. I prefer to do a search on a well-known search engine and look for reputable websites and web articles posted by educators and other qualified professionals. I start this process by look ing for .edu and .gov websites. I would instruct my students to do the same.

