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Discussion of how technology can help teaching and learning:
The assigned web articles discussed some ways in which technology can help teaching and learning.  The articles by Cuban and Healy both presented that appropriate educational technologies can aid in the Constructivist methodology of learning. 

Healy’s article stated that “…today’s learners must become constructors of knowledge rather than passive recipients of information…” She elaborates that many quality software programs in several subject areas including math, science, writing and oral communication already exist that offer a “hands-on” learning approach which stimulates critical thinking.

Jonassen  agrees with this philosophy and adds that “computers support reflective  thinking” He states “ Norman contends, when they enable users to compose new knowledge by adding new representations, modifying old ones, and comparing the two.  Those are the purposes of cognitive tools.”  Jonassen believes that technology does have an appropriate place in education. The author emphasizes “when students work ‘with’ computer technology, they enhance the capabilities of the computer, and the computer enhances their thinking and learning…our goal should be to allocate to the learners the cognitive responsibility for the processing they do best while we allocate to technology the processing it does best.” Lanke also agrees with Jonassen on this point.
Discussion of how technology can hinder student learning:
Cuban’s article argued that the purchasing of technology is not a cure all for education.

In addition, the author stresses that if teachers are not adequately trained and supported by their administration, the expectation of teachers training students would be impossible.

Another issue was that some teachers are not ‘sold’ on the benefits of using technology in their classrooms.  He contended that his own colleagues had voiced that they “did not have adequate time to locate relative instructional software or learn about computers.”

November states that there is a growing concern about kids using the internet for research without being instructed on how to use this research wisely and with discretion. He presents that much more time needs to spent on training students how to interpret the information found and less emphasis put on learning how to use software. Healy and Postman’s articles argue that technology must not take the place of instruction but rather enhance instruction, learning of concepts and the application of the concepts.  Healy warns that computers are not to take the place of teachers and parents in their roles of reading and listening to their students. She also points out computers should not take the place of quiet and creative play. Nor should it impinge on each student’s individual learning time frame. Postman discussed his concern that technology and the business of 

creating technology should not take time and energy away from man’s creativity in such areas as the arts, literature and philosophy.  Lanke also cited a concern that some schools are cutting programs, such as the arts and industrial arts, to fund technology in education.

For me, this occurance is a detriment for all involved. 
My beliefs in using technology in schools:

I believe that technology does have an appropriate and useful place in education when it is used to enhance learning and enrich lives and not take the place of nurturing and feedback from teachers and parents. Educators and parents must maintain the primary role in teaching and encouraging students to engage in the learning process. I also agree with Cuban that technology is not the cure all for problems encountered in an educational system. 
I disagree with Papert’s article. I truly believe that the fundamentals of reading, writing and mathematics are still the foundations of learning that can be built upon as the student progresses in skill level. I am concerned as an educator and a parent of the “watering down” of  these basic skills in some elementary and middle school curricula and textbooks. I am also concerned of how some teachers substitute endless “work sheet”
assignments for the actual teaching interaction and discussion of concepts with their students. How easy would it be for this same type of problematic situation to occur with the use of computers or a “learning machine” in the place of those “never ending worksheets” or “watered down” textbooks? Healy also warns of the problem of aquiring endless files of information with technology but failing to gain the wisdom without appropriate educator and parental mentoring of the student.
On a positive note, I agree with Postman that we, as educators, cannot allow technology or the business of creating technology take away from humanity’s creative efforts in areas such as the fine arts, philosophy, theology, imaginative literature and education.
I believe Lanke voices this thought best in saying technology “…needs to enhance and enrich the Human Intelligence we have.”
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