ED588                                                                                           John Kratina                                   

    Written Report – Findings from My Reading Skills Improvement Survey                                    

One assignment for ED 588 included the creation, distribution and results analysis of a reading skills improvement survey. Following, will be a discussion of the responses received from 1 school administrator, 1 reading specialist, 2 classroom teachers, 1 special education teacher and 1 occupational therapist. All of these respondents have 5 or more years of experience in their current position.
Question-

The first question regarding student reading skills asked about the type of reading programs were currently in place at their school to help students improve their reading skills. Examples were given such as “after-school” and reading programs. The four answer choices available were:
a.)  After-school reading programs

b.)  One-on-one tutoring

c.)  Student reading groups for specific reading levels

d.)  Other –or- additional information.
Answer Analysis and Reflection-
33% responded that they have Reading Groups for specific reading levels –as well as- After-school reading programs. 70% noted they utilize One-on-one tutoring.
Additional information included:  a special purpose day school for dyslexic students; Speech and Occupational Therapy interventions to improve reading skills; and the screening of Freshman and new high school students to identify reading skill levels.
I was pleased to see that most schools were actively involved in helping students improve their reading skills. At least 70% of the schools used one-on-one tutoring. While a third of the schools had reading groups or after school programs.

Question-
In regards to this question, the respondents were asked to rate the average level of student success and improvement obtained by participating in their school’s reading programs. The answer choices available were:
a.)  Excellent

b.)  Good

c.)  Fair

d.)  Poor

e.)  No Improvement Seen

f.)  Other – please specify.
Answer Analysis and Reflection-
17% percent responded that they have seen Excellent results.
50% said the results were Good. 33% stated results were Fair.

This almost looks like a Bell-Curve shaped response, however, it’s a little heavier on the Fair-side versus the Excellent-side. I expected a Bell-Curve looking response.

Question-
The third reading skills question asked about what type of reading method(s) (reading methodologies) were currently utilized at their school to help students improve their reading skills. Participants were also asked to state the name of the method(s), the textbook(s) or resource(s), publisher and copyright date if available. 
Answer Analysis and Reflection-
Statements from respondents included: 

These are only content based within the English department. 

Computer programs. Visual scanning techniques and compensatory strategies taught and implemented to improve reading accuracy and visual memory.
Computer based “Success Maker” software per individual student, Language Arts Classes and reading groups, Speech Pathologist sessions, one-on-one special tutoring.
Orton-Gillingham based multisensory language intervention
I have heard they are using "chunking" as one method. We had a program here called Tier (1 and 2) that seemed to be helping, but it was eliminated due to staffing and budget cuts. 

Read 180, Achieve 3000.
I was pleased to learn of the many reading methods used at the various schools.
Question-

The participants were then asked the average level of student success and improvement obtained by participating in the reading methods (reading methodology or methodologies) that were utilized at their school. The answer choices were:
a.)  Excellent

b.)  Good

c.)  Fair

d.)  Poor

e.)  No Improvement Seen Other – please specify

Answer Analysis and Reflection-

17% responded that Excellent results have been seen. 67% stated that Good results have been achieved. 1 class room teacher respondent was not aware of any methodologies available for high school students. (I was surprised to see this comment.) As expected, the majority of schools (at least 78% percent) have seen Good –to- Excellent results from implemented methodologies.

Question-
The next question asked what type of technologies were implemented at their school to help students improve their reading skills. The answer choices were:

a.) Computer-based reading software for individual students. Please state the name of Software used.

b.) Computer-based reading software for individual students Please state the name of the Software used.

c.) Online Software or programs. Please state the name of the software or programs used.

d.)Other –or- additional information. Please specify.
Answer Analysis and Reflection-
83% of the respondents stated that their schools use Computer-based reading software for individual students. 17% notated that they use Computer-based reading software for individual students, as well as, Online Software or programs. 
Statements from respondents included:
I am not aware of any software programs used by the English Department for improvement of reading skills.

Read 180.
Success-Maker. 

We use several software programs as supplemental support for students (examples: Earobics, Lexia, etc.)
Comp. based SuccessMaker for indiv. student progress.
 I don't know the name of the software(s) that are used, but I know we have them.
As I had hoped, the majority of schools (at least 83 percent) were utilizing some type of technology to help students with reading skills.
Question-

 Respondents were asked to rate the average level of student success and improvement obtained by participating/using the technologies that have been implemented at their school. The answer choices were:
a.) Excellent

b.) Good

c.) Fair

d.) Poor

e.) No Improvement Seen
Answer Analysis and Reflection-

83 percent of the school represented have seen a Good level of success and improvement of reading skills when using technology. 17 percent saw no improvement. (I was surprised to see this comment.) Overall, as I expected, the majority of schools (at least 83%) reported a Good level of success and improvement of reading skills when using technology.
Question-
Lastly, the participants were asked to add any comments, suggestions, questions or additional information regarding ways to help students improve their reading skills in the text field provided. 
Answer Analysis and Reflection- 

Statements from respondents included: 

Due to budget cuts five years ago in our school district, our reading program at the high school level named FAME was cut. We have seen a steady increase of need for this type of program to be reinstated in our school. At this time there is still no funding available in the schools budget for this specific type of program. 

Please encourage parents and guardians to read to their students at home, beginning at an early age. Make it a Good habit. As the Reading Initiative says, “Read To Them.” 
We are unique in being a special purpose school for dyslexia. We have the luxury of a unitary population in many ways...bright students with basic reading problems. Most schools have to serve a much wider population. This helps us be much more successful and efficient. 

Be sure to look into technical reading/writing as well. It should be an area of emphasis when looking at the job market and how many jobs require some form of technical training as compared to how many require a four year college degree.
I appreciated the additional comments that the respondents gave especially the suggestion for further emphasis on technical reading and writing skills.I was disappointed in the one comment that stated their funding had been cut for reading programs, but this is the reality we live in. This gives more attention to the statement given that suggests the parents and guardians of children need to take an active role in reading to their youngsters.

Conclusion-
In conclusion, I was pleased to see that most schools were actively involved in helping students improve their reading skills. At least 70% of the schools used one-on-one tutoring, while a third of the schools had reading groups or after school programs. An almost Bell-Curve shaped response was seen with 50% revealing Good student success and improvement. As expected, the majority of schools (at least 78%) have seen Good –to- Excellent results from implemented methodologies. 83% of the various schools were utilizing some type of computer-based technology to help students with reading skills and 83% reported Good success and improvement. I appreciated the additional comments that the respondents gave especially the suggestion for further emphasis on technical reading and writing skills. It was disappointing in reading the comment that stated government funding had been cut for reading programs, hopefully this situation will improve. I agree that parents and guardians of children need to take an active role in reading to –or- with their students at home. I believe students can be more successful if there is an intentional/scheduled reading time implemented at home and that this can be used in tandem with school reading programs to further ensure success and improvement.
