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A Review of Technologies to Improve Cognition, Learning and Memory 
In researching the technologies to improve cognition, learning and memory, I located four programs that I have found to be very useful. The following is a review, including advantages and disadvantages, and my personal reflection on each education program.

TrackClass
URL: http://trackclass.com/
Tour URL:   http://trackclass.com/tour
I really enjoyed reviewing this free online program to help students improve learning skills. As we all know, staying organized and using good time management skills are very important factors in successful academic achievement. I believe that this program effectively addresses these factors for learning improvement and diminishes the chances of them becoming learning barriers or road blocks. The 6 main pages of TrackClass consist of the following:
1.) The Dashboard (or Home Page) allows the students to view all assignments and exams, their current course averages, as well as, recent course postings.
2.) The Assignments and Exam page shows all current, upcoming and overdue assignments. Grades are posted for completed tasks.
3.) The Reminders page can be used to prompt reminder messages via test messages and e-mails. 

4.) The Notes page allows students to view detailed notes at-a-glance and revisions can be marked and saved, to avoid any confusion.    
5.) The Calendar page gives students an instant at-a-glance calender–style update on all assignments and exams.
6.) The Files page allows students to view all posted course files and also upload all file formats.
Advantages/Disadvantages and Reflection
I see this program as excellent tool to help students stay focused, organized and reinforce the use of good time management skills. TrackClass can also be used with mobile devices. The only disadvantage I can see is the possibility decreased success of the student because he or she did not have appropriate training on how to use this program. This program is structured the same way as some successful online Learning Management Platforms and training is imperative.
BrainSpark –and- BrainPro 

URL: https://www.brainsparklearning.com/
BrainSpark and BrainPro are exciting online tutoring services combining their Fast ForWord learning acceleration tools with a professional online consultant to help student’s catch-up to grade level and even possibly get ahead! This online program helps improve reading by building the cognitive and reading skills of the student in a fun and engaging way. 
Advantages/Disadvantages and Reflection
This program offers many interactive tools to help students to improve cognition, learning and memory. One disadvantage is that the cost of the program may limit it’s availability to students that really need the assistance. This is the next best thing to having a one-on-one after school tutor. I would recommend this program to all students that are struggling to keep up.
HelpKidzLearn
URL: http://www.helpkidzlearn.com/login
This is a free online program that has over 80 games and activities for young students and students with learning challenges. The students can participate in the activities by using only a space bar and the enter key. Other adaptive devices may be connected as well. The program has 5 main pages:
1.)  The Early Years page includes several animated activities for the younger learners.
2.)  The Games and Quizzing page has a multitude of activities to make learning an enjoyable life-long skill. 
3.)  The Stories and Songs page includes learning activities that use a story or song format to reinforce memory and cognition.

4.)  The Creative page uses activities such as creating music, drawing, painting and designing to get students excited about learning!
5.)  The Find Out page encourages students to explore numbers, time, expression and other concepts using online games and other activities.
Advantages/Disadvantages and Reflection

This is a wonderful online learning program that is available at no cost.
HelpKidzLearn is best suited for younger students and for students that have
complex learning challenges. A disadvantage is that students that are older or that only have very mild learning challenges may become bored and not be motivated to use the simple activities. 

Quizlet

URL: http://quizlet.com
This is a very good study tool to help students focus and study actual course content. By using the Quizlet search engine, students can use information sets that have been posted by others. Students and Teachers can also create original study sets to use for their specific courses. There are 6 learning tools available to all, at no cost:

1.)  Talking Flashcards are generated from the information sets. This gives both visual and audible learners a chance to succeed in learning new material.

2.)  The Learning Tool is an audible and visual “fill-in-the-blank” quizzing tool that can be used multiple times.

3.)  The Speller Tool is an audible spelling test where the student types in what they hear. It automatically checks the spelling and records the test scores. 

4.)  The Test Page allows students to choose between question formats such as matching, multiple choice, written and true/false. Users can regenerate test using a different question order and format type.

5.)  The Scatter Game is a new, timed “matching” game where the student drags the correct answer to the correct question and makes them disappear. The completion time and scores are recorded, along with a challenge to beat previous user’s times.

6.)  The Space Race Game asks the student to type the correct answer to the question or statement that is floating across the screen.

Advantages/Disadvantages, Reflection and Utilization with my Student
Quizlet helps students stay focused and learn course content in a fun and user friendly format. All of the above mentioned tools can be customized to suit each user. Students with severe learning difficulties may not be able to utilize all of the tools to their maximum potential. In reviewing the web site, I observed that people all over the world are using Quizlet! It is a great “shared” or community learning tool and a virtual study library! This program was my favorite and my student, that has ADD and OCD, will greatly benefit from using this tool. With ADD and OCD, students have a very hard time getting organized, focusing on their work for an extended period of time to truly learn material and have difficulty remembering what they just studied. This is where the audio and visual components of this program will be very helpful. By utilizing a customized combination of the 6 Quizlet learning pages on a daily basis, I believe that my student can achieve academic success. I am confident that his cognition, learning and memory skills will all improve with teacher input and guidance working in tandem with the daily use of this program.  
