ED TECH     J.Kratina
However, on-line learning has it’s demands on both the student and the teacher. Teachers are required to do a lot of course prep work and “front-loading” of course content , assignments and exams =Before= the course goes “live” and is available to the student. Students must be very self-motivated and organized to make sure they study and prepare adequately and complete assignments and tests by designated deadlines. All in all, I believe on-line DE is fantastic educational format and is here to stay. As Educators, we need to focus on using on-line DE as a tool to enhance and enrich learning as an extension of us, the teachers, not as a substitute for us. 
Question: Should Teachers be encouraged to create online activites for students?

Yes, our student population has been born into and has grown up in the Age of Technology. Most students are better with technology than their parents. Some can teach educators a thing or two. It just makes good common sense that teachers would want to bring technology to the classroom. Educators should be encouraged, trained and be given appropriate release time and funding to develop on-line course activities. At this time, research through a search engine can give educators many ideas and even actual “ready-to-go” applications for classroom activities.

How can we make sure all students have an equal opportunity in exploring new computer/digital technologies?

The first hurdle, would be adequate funding. This would include adequate funding for school systems from local, state, federal, private business and philanthropy societies to purchase this technology, including adaptive equipment-and last but far from least-have adequate funding to train, continuously update and in-service and compensate teaching faculty.

Next, we would have to “sell” the value of implementing the technology and the time needed to adequately train staff in order to teach the students in the classroom.

Once the first 2 steps are completed, it’s time to get some work done!

After the teachers are trained and are given the opportunity to advance their skills, technology could be implemented in the classroom, and students would be given the opportunity to learn about the technology.

Special Needs students would also need to be have access to adaptive equipment to use the new technology to keep them on a level playing field with other students in the classroom.

Evaluation and Assessment of the Curriculum for Technology would be an ongoing and continuous process of Performance Improvement standards.

School Administrators and School Boards will need to be aware that this Project is a Long-Term Project that evolves almost daily and adequate funding must be available every year in order for continuous success!

What if a student does not have access to such technology at home? Here again, Administrators will need to properly allocate funds to staff before or after school computer labs so Truly, No One is Left Behind!

