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     This was quite an interesting chapter and quite an interesting way of thinking, for me. I do understand how Social Reconstructionist’s feel that teachers have a vital role in presenting a mindset, a certain interpretation or opinion of current cultural/social policies and events. Teachers have some latitude to either present a positive or a negative interpretation of current issues and events in society. However, as a veteran educator and parent, I would tend to look at the background information, as well as, both the positive and negative aspects of a cultural/social issue with my students. Then, I would let the students make an informed decision of what they believe would be the best approach in solving a cultural/social issue or injustice. I would ask them, “As the future adults of our society, how would you handle the issues and difficulties that this community, nation and world faces?”  I’m sure I’d be amazed of some new ideas they would present for their future world!
 If I understand this method correctly, Reconstructionist’s “subliminally” want teacher’s to make a committed decision in their teaching as either “being for us” and “if you are not for us, you are against us.”  In my opinion, that doesn’t serve the students well in giving them a good, well-rounded education. 
        Additionally, I understand the positive effects of engaging students and letting them volunteer to help others and ‘help others to help themselves in the community,’ keeping them informed of cultural/social issues and events, and helping them to form their own world-view of their society and how to make the society of the future better.  But here again, I do not agree with the Reconstructionist’s expectation of teachers politicizing the curriculum in  the classroom, or even being an “oppositional” leader of their students, with the earlier closed-minded thought that they either  serve “ whoever is in power (conservatives) or be opponents to whoever is in power (social reconstructionists).”  I think the students should be given all the facts and then, let them make their own decisions. If a well-informed student, who then matures into a well-informed adult, chooses either to be a positive or negative change agent or stands to be “an oppositional identity” that is their freedom. When a teacher empowers a student to make their own decisions which in turn enables them to be an active and steadfast participant of their community, nation and world, we are building a better future.
