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        As stated in his biography published by StateUniversity.com, Ralph W. Tyler “could very well be seen as among the most influential of figures setting the course for the American public school during the second half of the twentieth century.” His noble status was exemplified throughout ”…his career in education and wide-ranging influence of his work in the policy and practice of public education, especially in the realm of curriculum development and testing.” 
       The McNeil text explained earlier in chapter five that Tyler’s Basic Principles of Curriculum and Instruction focuses on the learner, society and the subject matter specialist as the key sources in building this curriculum concept. I thought the fact that over 100,000 copies of this publication have been sold was remarkable and affirming. In this approach, the learner brings a humanistic curriculum concept. Society brings more light to reconstructive and social issues while the subject matter specialist does the same for academic structure. This chapter also listed four criteria used to justify a learning activity as appropriate. They must be in line with the governing group’s values and specific function, as well as, being comprehensive, consistent with each other and attainable without great strain. 
         In chapter thirteen of the McNeil, four questions of curriculum inquiry were noted as:

1. What education purposes should the school seek to attain?

        As previously noted, Tyler wanted teachers and administrators to align these purposes with their school’s philosophy.

2. What educational experiences can be provided that are likely to attain these purposes?

Tyler wanted a maximum cumulative effect to be the end result of his approach. 

3. How can these educational experiences be effectively organized?

        This educator wanted real-life experiences to expand learning opportunities and saw advantages of extended periods of course work rather than only one semester.
4. How can we determine whether these purposes are being attained?

        I enjoy Tyler’s Rationale in that effective assessments are not just the mere taking of pencil and paper tests. Instead, he suggested other methods of evaluation that are very commonly used today such as observing the student in regards to competency/mastery of objectives, reviewing records of student participation and projects or products they have created. 
        This was truly an interesting and very informative exercise. After reviewing Tyler’s biography and McNeil’s explanation of Tyler’s work, I can easily and positively correlate his Rationale to my educational journey and to the educational path for most of the individuals of my generation. 

