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        In reviewing the section over norm–related tests, I was surprised to learn that scores for this type of test were very similar to the results of the individual student’s IQ tests.  It was also amazing to me that the initial tests of this type were to identify, essentially, the “best” students and the “worst” students in a specific, future learning environment.  The general acknowledgement that all students can learn equally well is dismissed. Other weaknesses include that effective teaching of general concepts, program design effectiveness and student learning barriers are not assessed. Tricks-of-the-trade can also be taught to help improve test scores. Yet, norm-related or standardized tests remain as the national “litmus test” for student and specific school/district achievement and success. What different types of assessments could we use instead of this?

        The criterion-referenced test, on the other hand, gives a more narrowed assessment of specific goals or what students have or have not mastered in a given learning environment. This will reveal if general concepts of a program were taught effectively and if there are areas in need of improvement. This is very similar to a physician, technologist, accountant, attorney or nurse sitting for a national board’s certification exam. It is very specialized and focuses on certain objectives. Some educators and educational leaders are critical of this in saying that multiple assessments will be needed to effectively address all of the mandated objectives or goals. However, there are solutions that do work.

        McNeil states that one, “…could include a complete description of the set leaner expectations that the test is to assess…” and to achieve an acceptable standard of reliability “…increase the number of items for each competency measured.” Again, this is what the medical, legal and business arenas do to ensure a standard of excellence for it’s members that have achieved the status of being nationally board certified and it works. 
