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         The most monumental moment/time in my educational career occurred in the 4th grade.  I had the fortunate opportunity to have a new, bright, energetic and innovative 4th grade classroom teacher that I will call Mrs. “P.” 
        What was so different about Mrs. P. one would ask. First and foremost, I have to say that this young lady did not tend to categorize her students as “A, B, C, D students” as some of the ”veteran” and “local school tenured”  teachers did in my 1st through 3rd grade experiences. Back then it seemed as though the teachers, that had taught at this school for quite some time, relayed information to each other such as ,  “Oh, this is a wonderful student” -0r- “This is an “A” student” –or- “Oh my, this is a struggling “C” or “D” student-good luck” and we were all put in the “proper” pigeon holes with the “Proper Labels” for the next school year. This was not the case with Mrs. P’s new 4th grade class. I could tell that she was making a direct and positive effort in not adhering to past labels placed upon me and my fellow students from previous years.  She treated all of the students the same. She treated everyone as “A students!” That alone was very empowering to me and my classmates. All of us were on a level playing field in her classes. All students were treated by the teacher and fellow classmates with mutual respect.
        Mrs. P. started the year out being very strict (discipline wise) in order to obtain an optimal learning environment. In addition, she voiced and reminded us of her high learning expectations and achievements for each and every one of us. She had “Great Expectations” for all of her students and was willing to help anyone before, during and after school, that was making a genuine effort to succeed. That was a new concept for me as an elementary school student in the 1960’s. After a couple of months, when all the students realized that this environment was working, we had the best classroom lectures and discussions (teacher to student, student to teacher and student to student) and this allowed time for more, innovative and real-world learning activities! She was not afraid to teach “outside of the box.” We had a wonderful year.  Mrs. P’s 4th grade was a turning point for many of us. We were no longer “average to maybe-good” students. We were now excited about learning, very inquisitive, wanted to learn more, we wanted to succeed (and did) and had no problem collaborating together in the classroom. I understand that this environment sounds like a fantastic high school or college classroom environment, but we were in the 4th grade.  I am pleased to note that even though we didn’t just read the dedicated textbook, complete the worksheets and take the tests, the vast majority of my 4th grade classmates succeeded in grades 5-8 and in high school. We did well on the assessments and the “military battery tests” ( I doubt few or any of my ED568 colleagues have heard of this) of the times, as well as, in everyday life. Some went to college, others went directly to the adult-working world. Again, the majority have been active and productive citizens of society. In retrospect, Mrs. P. kept in mind and implemented teaching and learning curriculum in a way that gave her student’s the same perceptions about effective learning opportunities as expressed in Table 6.1, page 131 in the McNeil text.
