Assignment -10 facts about book                                                                           John Kratina
Preparing Our Schools For The 21st Century, David D. Marsh, Association for Discipline and Curriculum Development, 1999.

1) The U.S. needs to make sure we grow our own talent for the global working world.

This comes with providing a quality education and training for our American youth.

When they enter the work place, American companies must strive to recruit and retain our young American work force.  The author explained that back in 1998, U.S. technology firms were hiring 20 percent of India’s top computer science scholars to do American projects.
This is very troubling to me.  The federal and state governments must realize that quality education is vital for America, the American workers and our economy. Adequate funding must be appropriated to America’s Educational System.   America must be able to educate and retain our young workers to sustain America’s workforce needs.
2)  Class size reduction is an immediate necessity to aid in the ensuring of quality education for our American youth.  The author presents the statement, “Make sure the right stuff gets mastered.”  In other words a rigorous curriculum is taught, mastered by each student and the student is appropriately assessed and evaluated.  To me, this is “the sure-fire way” to ensure success for each and every student in America. We have got to grow our own scholars!
3) The author quoted H.G. Well’s in saying, “Human history becomes more and more a race       between education and catastrophe.”  This statement exclaims the author’s stand that the issue of quality education goes beyond training America’s workforce.  Marsh proclaims, “It means

preparing them (our students)to become tolerant, good citizens who want to keep the value of democracy alive.”  Research proves that the education of values must be implemented in our public schools for the good health of America’s society.
4) In a section titled, Character Education and Service Learning: Two Essential Elements of Civic Education, the author stresses the issue that educational leaders believe that  “character development takes place whether  it is planned for or not.” Experts conclude that “planned programs are better than leaving character development to chance. “ Thus character education and service learning opportunities for all students is paramount. Skills attained through civic education include critical thinking, working well with others, clearly articulating one’s view to others and managing conflict. All of which are needed in a positive and successful society.
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5) Caldwell is quoted in saying that there are three major shifts be implemented in public education:
“Track 1 is the shifting of significant authority, responsibility and accountability to the schools.

Track 2 is an unrelenting focus on learning outcomes. Track 3 is the creating of schools for the Knowledge Society. Developments on Tracks 1 and 2 underpin a new view of “professionalism.”
Developments on Track 3 suggest a new concept of “school.” The author adds, “public education for the greater good…” (must) “…include such concepts as “Volunteerism,” “Civil
Society” and the “Third Way…”   (45-53)   
6)  Williams presents challenges for education and society as a result of diversity as:                       “(1) the need to comprehend and accept the paradigm shift in conceptualization of diversity supported by new understandings and human development, (2) the need to centrally position new understandings  of human development in reform proposals introduced to increase the learning success of a diverse student population, and (3) the need to integrate available models and strategies to facilitate…” and “…develop new abilities and attitudes necessary for current  populations of diverse students to successfully participate in the global community of the 21st Century.”   (91)                                                                                                         
7)  Crevola and  Hill are quoted in the  announcement  that the following factors are needed to maximize engaged learning and focused teaching:                                                                                                                                         
*Schools are organized around the learning needs of students (as opposed to, for                    example the work conditions of teachers.)

*Adequate time is allocated for core learning related to the standards, and that this time is free from external interruptions.

*Resources are allocated to support the coordination of professional learning teams and to provide time for these teams to meet regularly.

*The students that are more at-risk must receive extra time and support

*Classes are organized in ways that facilitate focused teaching and minimize external interruptions and internal disruptions. (131)
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8)  Crevola and Hill discuss the primary tasks of state’s and school district’s for a standards-based  approach reform:  
*Determine standards and set systemwide and school-specific, year-by-year targets.

*Focus school support services and available funds on achieving the standards and targets.

*Put in place accountability and incentive arrangements linked to performance against standards and targets. 
*Conduct periodic full-cohort testing to monitor performance against the standards and targets

*Conduct or sponsor research and evaluation of those programs and designs that have been identified as most useful in meeting the standards and targets.  (137)
9)     Oddel presents three major ways to determine an adequate state-to-district spending     

        level:
“(1) Identify a set of inputs and cost them out, (2) link a spending amount per pupil to a level of student performance; and (3) build a number from the bottom up by identifying the cost of school-wide programs…that produce desired outcomes.”   (145)
10)     King professes that teachers of the21st Century have more responsibility and a greater need  

    for accountability than ever before:

“Teachers are being asked to prepare students for new assessments in every major discipline, learn and integrate technology seamlessly into the curriculum, link career and school, and do so in classes that have a wider range of student ability…” ”…for students to become responsible citizens of the 21st century, then our job is to break down these tasks into doable, measureable pieces.”  “…we must focus our efforts, beginning with reading –the essential skill—and ensure that our systems are structured…around the component of continuous improvement. With this clear agenda, we can gather the evidence that supports the belief on which a democratic society relies—that all children can learn.” (182-183)
