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John Kratina – Spring 2013

 

 

Two researchers are interested in doing a study to provide information to a school district about homelessness among students attending the district’s schools. One researcher is a quantitative researcher and the other a qualitative researcher. Assume that the school will provide any information requested by the researchers. 

(This assignment struck a chord with me. I have a lot of compassion for homeless people…especially children…so this may be a bit lengthy…but I wanted to make the studies a helpful factor –and- “ as realistic as possible”  to help curb the number of homeless students in this district and make sure they are cared for and safe.) 

What type of data would the quantitative researcher collect?
Correlational study to see:

(1.) If there is (A.)a specific geographical area/school that has (B.) a greater number of homeless students. ( In order to reject the null hypothesis that there is no significant difference in the number of homeless students at each school.)
School Records/Data to compare to Questionnaire results for quantitative as well as Ex Post Facto Statistics:

(1.) Total number of homeless students (boys, girls) in our district

(2.) Number of homeless students (boys, girls) at each individual school

(3.) Number of homeless students that have found assistance through Social Services.

(4.) Number of homeless students that have not requested assistance through Social Services.

 What types of procedures would be used to collect data?
Comparison of (A) School Records/data to (B) results from Pencil and Paper Questionnaires results for qualitative and Ex Post Facto statistics for:
(1.)  Total number of homeless students (boys, girls) in our district

(2.) Number of homeless students (boys, girls) at each individual school

(3.) Number of homeless students that have found assistance through Social Services.

(4.) Number of homeless students that have not requested assistance through Social Services.

       (5.) Data for Correlational study to see:

If there is a specific geographical area/school that has a greater number of homeless students. ( In order to reject the null hypothesis that there is no significant difference in the number of homeless students at each school.)
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 How would data be analyzed? 
(1.)  For Correlation study:  A Scattergram could be produced. (In order to reject the null hypothesis that there is no significant difference in the number of homeless students at each school.)
(2.) Comparison of School Records/data to results from Pencil and Paper Questionnaires results for quantitative and ex post facto statistics for:

       (1.)  Total number of homeless students (boys, girls) in our district

(2.) Number of homeless students (boys, girls) at each individual school

(3.) Number of homeless students that have found assistance through Social Services.

(4.) Number of homeless students that have not requested assistance through Social Services.
What types of information would he/she report to the school? 

1.) Total number of homeless students (boys, girls) in our district

2.) Number of homeless students (boys, girls) at each individual school
3.) Is there a specific geographical area/school(s) that have a greater number of homeless students

4.) Number of homeless students that have found assistance through Social Services.

5.) Number of homeless students that have not requested assistance through Social Services.

6.) Recommendations for (an) intervention(s) to make sure homeless children

Are properly cared for and eventually locate a home/living  accommodations.    ____________________________________________________________

What type of data would the qualitative researcher collect?
Using a Case Study Design to study about homeless students in the school district:
1.) Extensive Data/School Records on the homeless students in the school district
2.) Several periods of time interacting with these individuals on site. 

3.) Physical Environment - observations
4.) Historical, social and economic factors that have bearing on the case.

 What types of procedures would be used to collect data?
1.) Written Texts (School Records/Data)
2.) Focus Groups or group interviews
3.) Individual Interviews

 How would data be analyzed?
1.) Organization of details about the case.
2.) Categorization of data.

3.) Interpretation of single instances.

4.) Identification of patterns.

5.) Synthesis of generalization
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What types of information would he/she report to the school? 

1) A rationale for studying the case. How will it contribute our understanding of this setting of students that are homeless in this district?
2) A detailed description of the facts related to the case. 

3) A description of the data he/she collected. Who you interviewed, records/data examined, observations made.

4) A discussion of patterns that were found. Show supportive evidence that patterns exist.
5) A connection to the larger scheme of things. 
How does this study increase our understanding and knowledge of this setting
of homeless children in this school district? 
6) One could use this study to justify the researchers thought that an intervention, of some sort, could be an effective intervention.

 ________________________________________________________________
 

How can triangulation be used by both researchers to provide information to the school?
 For the qualitative researcher, he/she can look for common themes arising from both field observations and interviews.
Since we are using both method types or a type of mixed-method design, both researchers can use and appropriately combine qualitative and quantitative data to answer a research question.
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